STAMBULOFP.                              2$J

and Prince Ferdinand his throne, there was little rest
On September i, 1887, the Prince requested him to
accept the post of Prime Minister, which he occupied
without intermission till his fall on the last day of
May, 1894. For the greater portion of these seven
years, the history of Bulgaria is little else but the
story of his career.

Stepan Stambuloff was undoubted!}7 the ablest
statesman whom the Balkan states have produced
since their regeneration. Born at Trnovo in 1854,
the son of an innkeeper, this remarkable man had
acquired a European reputation at an age when
most budding British premiers have been under-
secretaries at the most. But youth is too common
an attribute of Bulgarian politicians to attract any
special notice. What gained Stambuloff the respect
and admiration of foreign nations was the extra-
ordinary skill and firmness which he displayed under
most trying circumstances. He was always counted
as one of the two or three really " strong men " of
Europe. His friends called him the " Bulgarian Bis-
marck " ; even hostile critics admitted that he was
un gc<wt dans un entresol* No doubt he had great
faults. He believed that the end justified the means,
and never hesitated to employ force if he considered
it indispensable to the success of his plans. Like
every other minister who has governed in Bulgaria,
he manipulated the elections for his own purposes,
but those purposes were also the nation's; for he
was a true patriot, whose whole public life was given
up to Bulgaria. As a young man, he had been mixed
up in frequent conspiracies for the emancipation of